Tips for Better Garden Experiences
As Learned by the Author
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1)
Bring extra film or media.  No matter how big you think your digital camera’s memory card is, you can fill it up in even a small garden.  And you never know when you might need to take a picture of a historic building being maintained or a pug puppy that is too cute to ignore.
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2)
If at all possible, acquire a wide angle lens.  Normal cameras are fine for small buildings and puppies, but they just can’t capture the character of any but the smallest gardens.
3)
Start your day early.  Many historic sites close at 5pm, or at the very least the staff leaves then.  Hopefully you will spend as much time talking to knowledgeable staff as you will exploring the garden yourself.  Also, you will probably be sidetracked by other interesting historic features not pertaining to gardening (like buildings or puppies).  If you go to Colonial Williamsburg, you will get stuck in D.C. traffic, regardless of the time of day.  It is a fact of life.
4)
Bring a snack.  In case you haven’t guessed it, your trip is going to take longer than you planned, so be prepared.

5)
Wear sunscreen both in the gardens and in your car while sitting in D.C. traffic.

6)
Keep a pocket sized notepad and pencil (because ink will run if you get it sweaty) handy so that when you encounter someone knowledgeable or interesting you don’t have to go fishing through your back pack or notes to get their contact info.
